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The legislature ended a tumultuous 2009 session by the constitutional deadline of May 18 without a final agreed upon method of closing the budget gap. The governor has closed this remaining deficit with a mix of state education aid “shifts” (delays in payments), line-item vetoes, and “unallotments” from the biennial budget that began July 1, 2009. In the midst of this raucous session, nonpublic schools were threatened with some proposals that would have had significant, negative consequences (see, especially, summaries below of Chapter 96 and Chapter 88).  

Transportation and Special Education Services for Nonpublic Students Saved!  Other items in the 2009 “E-12” Omnibus Law (pages 1-4) 

Personal Education Tax Credit, K-12 Deduction, and Nonprofit Status Saved! (pages 4-5)
Changes in Type III Bus Laws (page 5)
Child Restraints Required in Vehicles with Seatbelts (page 5)
Child Care License Exemption Made Permanent (pages 5-6)
Background Checks; Review of Candidates before Hiring (page 6)
New Child Care Training Requirements (page 6)
Other New Laws (pages 6-12)
2009 State Laws of Direct Impact on Nonpublic Schools
For those accessing this electronically, each link (highlighted “chapter” or law number) will reveal the act presented to the governor, as found on the state’s Revisor of Statutes website. 

Transportation and Special Education Services for Nonpublic Students Saved!   
96 – Omnibus Prekindergarten-12 (“E-12”) Policy and Funding (signed into law by the governor May 16, 2009, with no line-item vetoes). 
First, what is not in the final “E-12” law! For nonpublic schools, the big news from the major education act of 2009 is that major threats were eliminated: 

1. Nonpublic Pupil Transportation Funding Not Eliminated. Proposed as a “mandate reduction” as well as a means to achieve savings, some lobbying groups advocated for elimination of funding for transporting nonpublic school students. The final act, however, includes funding in both years, as shown in this excerpt from Chapter 96, Article 1, Section 24, Subd. 7: 

Subd. 7. Nonpublic pupil transportation. For nonpublic pupil transportation aid under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.92, subdivision 9:
	
	
	
	$22,159,000
	.....
	2010

	
	
	
	$22,712,000
	.....
	2011


The 2010 appropriation includes $2,077,000 for 2009 and $20,082,000 for 2010. The 2011 appropriation includes $2,231,000 for 2010 and $20,481,000 for 2011.
2. No Cuts to Special Education Students in Nonpublic Schools. The final conference committee report did not include major changes in special education law that would have allowed public school districts to limit services to students with disabilities in nonpublic schools to only those supported with federal funds. Since in most years federal funds provide only a small percentage of total special education costs, this would have been a significant reduction in services to those in nonpublic schools (about 2,300 students). This proposed cut was in the final house bill, but did not survive conference committee.

3. Charter School Leasing from Faith-Based Organizations. As part of the many proposed amendments to charter school law, an effort was made to prohibit charter schools from leasing from any faith-based organization. This proposal was removed in committee.

Nonpublic Pupil Aids also Funded. In addition to funding for transportation (above), the final act also included appropriations of $17,250,000 in FY 2010 and $17,889,000 in FY 2011for Nonpublic Pupil Aids (Article 1, Section 24, Subd. 6).

Other Selected Provisions in Chapter 96 (A detailed summary is available at MDE’s website – http://education.state.mn.us/mde/index.html ):

1. Overall Funding. Facing a $6.4 billion deficit (excluding federal stimulus funds; $4.6 billion with the federal money), total E-12 education funding was maintained at current levels, despite the fact that E-12 makes up about 40 % of the state’s budget. Also, no education payment shift was included in the final bill, though a shift was proposed both by the governor as well as the house.  However, the governor announced he will still seek to delay payments (impose a “shift”) through administrative means, which would help reduce the projected deficit for the 2010-2011 biennium.  He has also said he will use his “unallotment” powers to further reduce funding after the new fiscal year begins (July 1, 2009). For unallotment basics, see House Research Information Brief. The act relies on $500 million of federal stimulus money to help pay for appropriations. Actually, the FY 2010 general education aid entitlement is reduced by $500 million.   This one-time reduction in general education aid is offset on a dollar-for-dollar basis by federal stimulus money, appropriated in FY 2010 and available for obligation until September 30, 2011.  
2. Teacher Reading Instruction (Article 2, Sections 14, 17, 19, and 66). Beginning February 1, 2012, prekindergarten and elementary teacher licensure candidates will have to pass an assessment of reading instruction as part of the exam of teaching skills. There will be an additional requirement for all colleges and universities approved by the Board of Teaching to prepare licensure candidates for the Minnesota reading instruction competence assessment.  
3. Teacher License Renewal Changes. (Section 20). Teachers applying to renew their licenses will have to present to their local licensing committees evidence of work that demonstrates professional reflection and growth in best teaching practices. An Applicant for renewal will include a reflective statement of professional accomplishment and his or her own assessment of professional growth that shows evidence of (1) support for student learning, (2) use of best practices, (3) collaborative work with colleagues, and (4) continual professional development. This section is effective the day following final enactment and applies to licensees seeking relicensure beginning July 1, 2012.  
4. Background Check Payments (Article 2, Section 32). Permits a school hiring authority, at its discretion, to pay the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension for a background check on anyone who is to enter school grounds as a volunteer, independent contractor, or student employee. If the school hiring authority pays the costs, the individual who is the subject of the background check need not pay for it. Note: a background check for a volunteer, independent contractor, or student employee is still at the discretion of the school hiring authority.
5. Special Education Changes. Public education interest groups along with PACER and the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) agreed upon several changes in state special education law, designed to align with federal law. State law may exceed federal requirements (and does so in the services guaranteed for nonpublic school students), but may not require less than called for in IDEA and related federal regulations. The final language does not include a proposed change that would have substantially limited school district services to students in nonpublic schools (see above). But changes were made in many other areas – including exclusion and expulsion of students with disabilities; the definition of a child with a disability; general school district obligations for children with disabilities; Commissioner of Education rulemaking; and alternative dispute resolution and due process hearings.

6. P-20 Partnership (Article 2, Section 58). The act establishes a Minnesota P-20 Education Partnership, which must include members of the legislature.  The P-20 partnership is to create a seamless education system that maximizes the achievement of all students from early childhood through postsecondary education and promotes the efficient use of resources. Partnership members are to include members of the P-16 Education Partnership and four legislators. The partnership is to recommend to the governor and the legislature how to maximize the achievement of all P-20 students and promote efficient use of resources.  Annual reports are to be submitted to the legislature.
7. Online Learning (Article 2, Sections 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40). Several changes are made to state online learning law. Among the changes, online providers will have to give the state written assurance that online courses meet state academic standards and nationally recognized professional standards.

8. Telecommunications-Internet Access. Nonpublic schools, under current law, are to receive “ongoing or recurring telecommunications access services” through existing school district providers or separate providers (125B.26). Article 5 of Chapter 96 continues appropriations for the program – $3.75 million in FY 2010 and $3.75 million in FY 2011 (the same amounts proposed by the governor).

9. Exception for Certain School Bus Drivers (Article 8, Section 11). Regulates multifunction school activity buses when driven without a school bus endorsement. The driver will have to meet the same requirements applying to type A-1 school buses operated without a school bus endorsement. 
10. School Bus Driver Training (Article 8, Section13). Moves the requirement that a school district, nonpublic school, or private contractor must provide training annually to each school bus driver (the requirement is moved to 171.321, subdivision 4).
11. Math GRAD Test – Statewide Testing and Reporting System (Article 2, Section 8). A temporary alternative is provided for public school students who do not pass the state-required math GRAD test. For the 2009-2010 through 2013-2014 school years, a student who does not pass the math GRAD  test but completes all coursework and credits required for graduation, participates in academic remediation, and makes two GRAD re-test attempts will be eligible to receive a diploma. Note: nonpublic school students may voluntarily take the state’s math and other Graduation-Required Assessments for Diploma (GRAD) tests. GRAD state tests fulfill Minnesota’s public high school graduation requirement for students who first entered grade 8 in 2005-06 or later.  These tests measure student performance on essential skills in Writing, Reading and Mathematics. If a student does not satisfy the graduation requirement for an assessment during the first administration, there will be retest opportunities available.  The GRAD is first administered as follows: Writing – Grade 9; Reading – Grade 10; Mathematics – Grade 11.   
12. College Level Examination Program (CLEP) Funding Ended. No funding was appropriated for CLEP examination fees during the 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 school years; therefore, nonpublic and public students are no longer eligible for state reimbursement of CLEP examination fees.
13. Charter Schools (Article 2, Sections 41 and 42). In response to criticisms raised in a Legislative Auditor report, numerous changes were made in state statutes governing charter schools. These include requiring more oversight from “authorizers” of charter schools (formerly called charter school “sponsors”), more training for charter school board members, and clarifying conflict of interest provisions.

Personal Education Tax Credit, K-12 Deduction, and Nonprofit Status Saved! 

Both the existing education tax credit and K-12 deduction provisions of state revenue law were rescued from serious repeal efforts.   
88 – Omnibus Public Finance Act; New Tax Policy. Includes the following items of interest to those in nonpublic schools:
1. Nonprofit Property Tax Exemption Preserved (Article 2, Sections  4 and 53).  The act includes a continued exemption for “institutions of public charity” that are exempt from the federal taxes under Section 501(c)(3).  In Article 2, Section 4, six factors are specified that are to be used in determining whether real property is to be exempt; however, certain factors do not have to be met if there is justification for considering the entity a “purely public charity.” Section 4 is effective for taxes payable in 2010 and later. Another provision in this article, Section 53, announces that the legislative intent is not to contract or expand the definition of “institutions of purely public charity,” but to provide clear standards that can be applied. To this end, the act calls upon the Commissioner of Revenue to prepare a bulletin giving guidance to assessors on this matter. The bulletin is to be distributed to all assessors by July 1, 2010. Note: A 2007 Minnesota Supreme Court decision narrowed the definition of “organizations of purely public charity” for purposes of nonprofit tax exemption. This prompted nonprofit groups to seek an amendment in tax law that would restore what they deemed  a proper definition of an “institution of purely public charity.” The Minnesota Council of Nonprofits website (www.mncn.org) includes more information on this issue.

2. Education Tax Deduction and Transportation (Article 7, Section 7).  Clarifies in statute (rather than rule) that, for purposes of the K-12 education subtraction, “no deduction is permitted for any expense the taxpayer incurred in using the taxpayer’s or the qualifying child’s vehicle to provide transportation for the qualifying child.” Effective the day following final enactment .

Chapter 88 was signed into law by the governor May 16, 2009.

Changes in Type III Bus Laws

24 – School Vehicle Driver Clarification. Correcting “unintended consequences” from a measure passed last year, this 2009 law allows a school employee with any class of driver’s license (classes A, B, C, or D) and no school bus endorsement to operate a Type III vehicle* without having to comply with physical exams or drug testing mandates. Specifically, the law as now “corrected,” exempts an employee of a school, who is not employed for the sole purpose of operating a Type III vehicle, from physical examination and preemployment drug and alcohol testing requirements.  Effective the day following final enactment: April 24, 2009.
Last year’s law, as interpreted, obligated drivers to comply with several requirements, including physical examinations and drug tests.  Previous legislative sponsors, according to Session Weekly (4-16-09), intended to exempt "temporary or incidental Type III school vehicle drivers" because driving would not be part of their "normal duties." But the Department of Public Safety interpreted the 2008 law to require that anyone who might drive a Type III vehicle must meet the requirements.
* Type III vehicles are restricted to passenger cars, station wagons, vans, and buses having a maximum manufacturer's rated seating capacity of ten or fewer people, including the driver, and a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less.”   For a complete definition and restrictions regarding “Type III vehicles,” see: Minnesota Statutes 2008, Section 169.011, subd. 71, clause 5.  Opening the link to Chapter 24 will reveal the amended version of Minnesota Statutes 171.02, subd. 2b, governing exceptions for Type III vehicle drivers.
Child Restraints Required in Vehicles with Seatbelts
82 – New Child Restraint Requirements. The act requires the use of a child passenger restraint system in vehicles having seatbelts when transporting a child who is both under age eight and shorter than four feet nine inches. According to the law, "child passenger restraint system" means any device that meets the standards of the United States Department of Transportation; is designed to restrain, seat, or position children; and includes a booster seat. According to the State Director of Pupil Transportation Safety, this new requirement applies to a nonpublic or public school transporting children in a bus or other vehicle (for example, a Type III bus) that is equipped with a seatbelt. It would not apply to a school bus without seatbelts. Effective July 1, 2009.

State Contact: Ed Carroll, Director of Pupil Transportation Safety, Department of Public Safety – (651) 405-6196 or ed.carroll@state.mn.us
Child Care License Exemption Made Permanent

142 – Exemption from Child Care Licensure for Nonpublic Schools made Permanent. A provision in Article 2, Sections 12 and 13, of this act makes permanent what has been a temporary moratorium for nonpublic schools. The act adds an exemption in statutes (245A.03) for accredited programs serving children age 33 months or older that are operated by nonpublic schools for no more than four hours per day per child with no more than 20 children present at any one time. An accredited nonpublic school program serving children age 33 months or older, however, would not be prohibited from seeking licensure. The act was signed into law May 21, 2009. 

Background Checks – Changes in Review of Candidates before Hiring

115 – Investigation of Disciplinary Actions Taken Against Prospective Teachers. Amends a law passed last year, directing school employers (including nonpublic schools) to contact the Board of Teaching to determine whether the board has taken disciplinary action against a prospective teacher for misconduct. This act strikes references in previous law that restricted these investigations to “sexual misconduct” or “attempted sexual misconduct.” Also, with this amendment, the law now excludes from the definition of “disciplinary action” only board action based on “court-ordered child support or maintenance payment “arrearages” or “delinquent state taxes.” As amended, then, the requirements would affect all disciplinary actions except those explicitly excluded (court ordered child support payments and delinquent state taxes).  Effective the day following final enactment: May 20, 2009. 
Note: For purposes of implementing this requirement, the state’s Board of Teaching has developed the Teacher Discipline Inquiry System (TDIS), an online search application system to be used by schools. It can be accessed from a link on the board’s website – Minnesota Board of Teaching.  If you have problems accessing the system or questions about the TDIS, please contact the Board of Teaching at  bot.tdis@state.mn.us. Chapter 115 was signed into law May 19, 2009.
New Child Care Training Requirements 
26 – Shaken Baby Syndrome Training. This act will be of interest to those in nonpublic schools with licensed child care operations.  It modifies requirements for “shaken baby syndrome” training in licensed child care, foster care, and other programs.  The required training is to address reducing the risk of sudden infant death and shaken baby syndrome in infants and young children through five years of age. The act amends several provisions in Chapter 245A, the "Human Services Licensing Act." Among the changes, the act amends 245A.40, subd. 5, specifying that sudden infant death syndrome training for child care providers must be at least one-half hour long and completed at least once every five years.  The training is to address risk factors and how to reduce incidents of sudden infant death syndrome.  Also, the act directs the license holder to communicate with parents about reducing the risk of sudden infant death syndrome. License holders must document that staff persons caring for infants or children under school age receive training on the risk of shaken baby syndrome. Chapter 26 was signed into law April 27, 2009.
For a more detailed summary, see House Research Summary of Chapter 26 
State Contact: Minnesota Department of Human Services, Division of Licensing
Phone: (651) 296-3971. Links: Day Care Listing or State Licensing Requirements
Other New 2009 State Laws of Note for Nonpublic Schools

Chapter (Law Number) 
Brief Description and Link to 2009 Session Law

12 – Tax Policy – Conforming to Federal Changes. Article 1 of this act conforms Minnesota’s individual income tax and corporate franchise tax to most federal changes enacted from February 13, 2008 through December 31, 2008.  However, among the federal changes that Minnesota will  not conform to: 

1. deduction for teacher classroom expenses (up to $250 of expenses) 
2. deduction for higher education tuition expenses (up to $4,000 of tuition)

Specifically, Article 1, Section 8, of the act amends the definition of income in Minnesota to include: (xv) the amount of tuition expenses required to be added to income under section 290.01, subdivision 19a, clause (12); and (xvi) the amount deducted for certain expenses of elementary and secondary school teachers under section 62(a)(2)(D) of the Internal Revenue Code (Excerpt from the act). See also Article 1, Section 3, of this act.
Minnesota did not conform to these deductions in tax year 2007 and the act continues that treatment permanently (federal law allows these deductions for tax years 2008 and 2009).
3. deduction for qualified computer donations by corporations

Signed into law by the governor April 3, 2009. See, also, House Research Summary for more details. 
59 – Electronic Solicitation of Children. This major public safety policy act, comprising six articles, includes a provision (Article 1, Section 6) that expands the crime of “electronic solicitation of children” to include cases where an offender uses “an electronic communications system, or a telecommunications, wire, or radio communications system, or other electronic device capable of electronic data storage or transmission.”  The new language will be added to current law so that a person 18 years of age or older is guilty of a felony if using the Internet, a computer or aspects of a computer (specified in existing law), to communicate with a child with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any person and the person does any of the following:  (1) solicits a child to engage in sexual conduct;  (2) communicates with a child relating to or describing sexual conduct; or (3) distributes any material, language, or communication, including a photographic or video image, that relates to or describes sexual conduct to a child. Signed into law by the governor May 11, 2009.
For a detailed summary of this act, see the House Research Act Summary.
79 – Omnibus Health and Human Services package. A line-item veto by the governor eliminates a $381 million appropriation in FY 2011 for General Assistance Medical Care grants. A motion to override the governor’s veto of the $381 million in health care funding for poor and chronically ill Minnesotans failed on a vote of 87-47 (two-thirds of the house is needed for an override). Chapter 79 was signed into law by the governor May 14, 2009, with the line-item veto described above.
This massive funding and policy package comprises 13 separate articles covering a wide range of health and human services topics, including various licensing requirements and child care programs. Following are a few items of note in selected articles of the act:

Article 2 – Selected Provisions Relating to Child Care and School Readiness
1. Child Care Services Grants (Section 3) Beginning July 1, 2009, Child Care Service grants (under 119B.21, subd. 5) shall be increasingly awarded for activities that improve provider quality. Activities are specified and include: creating new licensed child care facilities and expanding existing facilities, including, but not limited to, supplies, equipment, facility renovation, and remodeling;  improving licensed child care facility programs;  staff training and development services including, but not limited to, in-service training, curriculum development, accreditation, certification, consulting, resource centers, program and resource materials, supporting effective teacher-child interactions, child-focused teaching, and content-driven classroom instruction;  new programs or projects for the creation, expansion, or improvement of programs serving ethnic immigrant and refugee communities.
2. Family Child Care Technical Assistance Grants (Section 4)
Amends the Family Child Care Services Grant Program (119B.21, subd.10) by permitting grant fund uses to include toys, materials, and equipment to improve the learning environment.  Also, Beginning July 1, 2009, grants shall be increasingly awarded for activities that improve provider quality, including  facility improvements, including, but not limited to, improvements to meet licensing requirements; toys, materials, and equipment to improve the learning environment; and staff training and development. 

3. School Readiness Service Agreement (SRSA) (Section 5) To be considered for an SRSA, a provider shall apply to the commissioner or have been chosen as an SRSA provider prior to June 30, 2009, and have complied with all requirements of the SRSA agreement. Priority for funds is given to providers who had agreements prior to June 30, 2009. If sufficient funds are available, the commissioner shall make applications available to additional providers. Service requirements are modified. SRSA providers shall now have to obtain a level 3 or 4 star rating under the Parent Aware quality rating system. In determining whether to enter into an SRSA with an applicant, this act sets forth factors to be considered by the commissioner.

4. Requirements for SRSA Providers (Section 7). Providers who have been selected previously for SRSAs must begin the process to obtain a rating using Parent Aware according to timelines established by the commissioner. If the initial Parent Aware rating is less than three stars, the provider must submit a plan to improve the rating. If a 3 or 4 star rating is not obtained within established timelines, the commissioner may consider continuation of the agreement, depending upon the progress made and other factors. Providers who apply and are selected for a new SRSA agreement on or after July 1, 2009, must have a level 3 or 4 star rating under the voluntary Parent Aware quality rating system at the time the SRSA agreement is signed.
State Contacts for Child Care Programs: Minnesota Department of Human Services, www.dhs.state.mn.us      
Child Care 

DHS Information Desk at (651) 431-2000 (TTY/TDD service: (800) 627-3529)
Children’s Services: 651) 431-4660
Article 5 – “Private Elementary Schools” and Health Care

Application assistance and information availability (Section 59) Minnesota Care application assistance must be available for applicants choosing to file an online application in school districts, public and private elementary schools in which 25 percent or more of the students receive free or reduced price lunches, Head Start program sites, child care centers, early childhood education and preschool program sites, and libraries. 
Article 7 – Chemical and Mental Health
Autism Spectrum Disorder Task Force created (Section 25). Membership is to include four legislators and representatives from many other groups, including PACER, ARC Minnesota, and the Directors of Public School Student Support Services). None of the groups specified appear to reflect the direct interests of nonpublic schools. By January 15 of each year, the task force shall provide a report regarding its findings and the action taken, including draft legislation if necessary, to the chairs and ranking minority members of the legislative committees with jurisdiction over health and human services.
95 – Omnibus Higher Education Policy and Funding. This act was signed into law May 16, 2009, with the following line-item vetoes:

1. $250,000 each fiscal year (2010 and 2011) for tuition scholarships to early childhood care and education providers

2. $1 million each fiscal year for the Power of You Program

3. $40,000 each fiscal year for the Cook County Higher Education Board

This major higher education funding and policy measure, includes appropriations directed to higher educational institutions as well as student financial aid programs. Among the provision of note for those in nonpublic schools:

1. High School-to-College Developmental Transition Programs (Article 2, Section 5). All higher educational systems are “encouraged” to offer research-based high school-to-college developmental transition programs to prepare students for college-level academic coursework. Program components are specified and reports to the legislature are required.

2. Onetime Grant for High School-to-College Developmental Transition Program (Article 2, Section 13). Grants would help pay expenses for students attending the program. Effective for students graduating from high school after December 31, 2009.
3. Additional Award for Online Course Completion (Article 2, Section 18). An eligible student who completes at least one online course in high school or in a home-school setting may receive an additional award of up to $150 under 136A.127, the Achieve Scholarship Program. This award is available to new applicants for terms of enrollment beginning on or after July 1, 2009. The online course must be offered by a provider certified by the Minnesota Department of Education or by an eligible post secondary institution.

4. Teacher Education Report (Article 2, Section 40). The Minnesota Office of Higher Education and the Minnesota Department of Education are to report to the legislature on best practices in innovative teacher education programs and teacher education research. The report is to include, at a minimum, information regarding teacher education curricula that will prepare prospective teachers to teach diverse student populations, opportunities for mid-career professionals to shift to areas where there is a teacher shortage, and enhancing the ability of teachers to use technology in the classroom. The report is due June 15, 2010.
105 – Safe at Home Program. Amends provisions of the Safe at Home Program by excluding registered sex offenders from the program. Note: Safe at Home is a program offered by the Secretary of State’s office in collaboration with local victim service providers. It is designed to help survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, or others who fear for their safety establish a confidential address. Signed into law by the governor May 19, 2009. More information is available on the Minnesota Secretary of State’s website: 
www.sos.state.mn.us/home/index.asp?page=859
107 – Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and Automatic External Defibrillator Instruction. [Note: This affects only public school districts, but some nonpublic school officials have had questions about these requirements in the past; therefore this is provided for information purposes only] Requires school districts that offer cardiopulmonary resuscitation or automatic external defibrillator instruction to use instruction developed by the American Heart Association, the American Red Cross, or uses nationally recognized, evidence-based guidelines. The act provides for coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 120B.
Chapter 107 was signed into law by the governor May 19, 2009. Effective August 1, 2009.
132 – This public safety measure includes two directives for research related to children: 

1. A Pilot Project to Map State Expenditures on Children. The stated purpose is to map all state expenditures, regardless of source, that serve the primary function of the health, safety, stability, growth, development, and education of “children,” defined in the act as individuals under 21 years of age. Resource mapping must include (1) an inventory of all federal and state funding sources that support children in this state, set forth in a manner that would assist the legislature in determining whether there are overlapping programs leading to duplication, gaps in services, and any administrative inefficiencies; and (2) a description of the manner in which money is being used within agencies or organizations, the performance measures in place, and intended outcomes and services. A report is due to the legislature by January 15, 2009.

2. Juvenile Justice System Decision Points. The Criminal and Juvenile Justice Information Policy Group is to study the feasibility of collecting and reporting summary data relating to the decisions affecting a child’s status within the juvenile justice system. Several issues to be included in the study are specified. The Commissioner of Public Safety is to submit a report to the legislature by February 15, 2010.

The act was signed into law May 21, 2009. 

138 – Allocation of Federal Stimulus Funds for Energy Projects. Allocates federal stimulus funds to a variety of energy activities within the state. Included are grants to public school districts and other local governments. Among the programs funded: Over $4.2 million for energy efficiency grants to school districts and local governments; $8.75 million for energy efficiency improvements to existing facilities; $6.5 million for grants to install renewable energy systems or geothermal heating and cooling systems. School districts that receive grants must include information about renewable energy in its educational program. State Contact: Department of Commerce, Energy Security Website or 1-800-657-3710 (MN Only) or 651-296-5175.  
145 – Parents of Children with Developmental Disabilities. Modifies a provision in statute relating to parental fees for services to children with chronic illness or disability provided through government funds. The new language provides that, “All reimbursements must include a notice that the amount reimbursed may be taxable income if the parent paid for the parent’s fees through an employer’s health care flexible spending account under the Internal Revenue Code, section 125, and that the parent is responsible for paying the taxes owed on the amount reimbursed.” The act was signed into law May 21, 2009. 

147 – Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder; Services for Disabled Children.  This act expands the definition of services available under Medical Assistance for disabled children to include “fetal alcohol spectrum disorder.”  The phrase is added to the definition of “related condition.”

The act was signed into law May 21, 2009. 

156 – Youth Violence Prevention. Viewing youth violence as a public health problem, the authors of this act require the Commissioner of Health to provide technical assistance to certain eligible community-based youth violence prevention programs. No funds are provide by this measure, but the Commissioner of Health is required to apply for private, state, or federal funding to support activities described in the act. Community-based health programs may apply to the commissioner for technical assistance. The programs must be community-based efforts serving at-risk youth and must work in collaboration with local schools, faith communities, law enforcement agencies, and community groups to provide a comprehensive approach to reducing youth violence. Several program criteria are specified. The Commissioner of Health, in collaboration with the Commissioners of Public Safety, and Education, shall identify five community-based violence prevention programs that meet the specified criteria. One of these programs must serve youth in Minneapolis, one program must serve the youth in St. Paul, and the remaining three programs must serve youth in outstate communities. Technical support will be provided to these identified programs. Technical support is to include seeking and applying for federal grants and private foundation funding. The act was signed into law May 21, 2009. 

State Contact: Department of Health , http://www.health.state.mn.us/index.html
651-201-5000     888-345-0823 - For Minnesota callers outside the metro area (toll-free)
TTY: 651-201-5797
VETOED. 164 – Bullying. This latest amendment to Minnesota Statutes, Section 121A.03 (also see 121A.065), would have required revised anti-harassment policies in public schools. It is noted here only for informational purposes. However, as they consider their own related policies, nonpublic school officials may be interested in the laws applicable to public schools as well as the resources available from the Minnesota Department of Education – see MDE’s website or this direct link to Bullying Prevention Resources.  In his veto message, Governor Pawlenty said he agreed with the goal of the bill, but that current statutes (121A.03 and 121A.065) already address this issue. He also said that he will instruct MDE to review the existing model anti-bullying policy and communicate with school districts to ensure that they are meeting requirements of current law.
172 – Legacy Fund Spending. Nonpublic school students and, perhaps, nonpublic schools will benefit from the many educational and cultural programs that will be funded through Legacy Fund appropriations, which stem from the Legacy Amendment sales tax approved by voters last year. Overall, about $234 million is allocated for numerous specified outdoors, clean water, parks, cultural, and arts programs. Among the many allocations to cultural and arts programs, the following may be of particular benefit to nonpublic school students:

1. Board of the Arts. Over $21.6 million is appropriated each year for a variety of activities funded through this board, including funding for Minnesota artists and arts organizations; travel costs for youth to visits museums and arts performances or to bring artists to schools; and grants to school districts for teacher and student resources and to promote student achievement in the arts.

2. Public Libraries; Department of Education. Over $4.2 million is appropriated each year for use by the Minnesota Department of Education to provide grants to the 12 Minnesota Regional Library Systems. The stated purpose is to provide educational opportunities in the arts, history, literacy arts, and cultural heritage of Minnesota.

3. Minnesota Historical Society. Over $9.7 million is appropriated for FY 2010 and $12.2 million in FY 2011 to the Minnesota Historical Society to preserve and enhance access to the state’s history and its cultural and historical resources. Some of this money, it appears, will be made available for grants. The Historical Society is to appoint a “Historic Resources Advisory Committee” to provide policy and grant making guidance on expenditures of funds.

This chapter was signed into law May 22, 2009, with one line-item veto: a $200,000 appropriation to the Star Lake Board.
174 – Court Disposition Orders for Juveniles to be Sent to Nonpublic Schools

Article 2, Section 10, of this Human Services Act directs that, when a juvenile who has been adjudicated as delinquent is enrolled in school, the juvenile's probation officer shall ensure that either a mailed notice or an electronic copy of the court's disposition order is transmitted to the superintendent of the juvenile's school district or the chief administrative officer of the juvenile's school. By a reference to the Compulsory Instruction Law (120A.22, subdivision 4), “school” is defined here to include nonpublic schools except home schools.  This provision is effective August 1, 2009.

 175 – Child Care Programs; Inventory of Early Childhood Services 

The first two articles of the act include numerous amendments to child care statutes, along with a call the following “inventory” of services:

Inventory of Early Childhood Services (Article 2, Section 4). The State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care is to create an inventory of early childhood services.  The inventory shall to the degree resources are available: (1) identify programs and initiatives funded by state, federal, or private dollars; (2) provide brief descriptions and any existing evaluations of programs under which services are received; (3) provide budget allocations toward the outcome areas; and (4) include subsections describing specific geographic regions served by the program; the number of children eligible; the number of children enrolled; and the age, ethnicity and race, and family income demographics of children enrolled. The council is encouraged to seek and use federal and private funds for the inventory. Signed into law May 22, 2009.
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